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Davis, Jr.: Newspapers of Pensacola, 1821-1900

PENSACOLA NEWSPAPERS, 1821-1900
by HORANCE G. D AVIS , J R.

B

CAMP FOLLOWERS , speculators, gamblers and
soldiers-of-fortune made Pensacola a gay city in 1821 as the
populace, swelled to some 4,000, awaited the triumphant entry
of the conquering hero, General Andrew Jackson. Florida, international pawn long coveted by the United States, was to be relinquished by Spain. Andrew Jackson and his troops had invaded
the area twice since 1814, but diplomacy had foiled United States
territorial ambitions. Now at last Florida was to be ceded to the
United States, and provisional governor Andrew Jackson was expected momentarily at Pensacola, the seat of Florida government.
Only Spanish loyalists viewed the gaiety glumly. 1
While the adventurers cavorted and outgoing Spanish Governor Jose Callava got his papers in order, men by the name of
Nicholas and Tunstall were accumulating materials necessary
for publishing the city’s first newspaper. Jackson assumed control
of Florida on July 17, 1821. Pensacola’s first newspaper appeared
August 18, 1821. Its name was The Floridian. 2
The Floridian was the third newspaper to be founded in Florida. The first was established in 1783 by John Wells and William
Charles Wells, British loyalists who fled Charleston during the
Revolutionary War. They published a short-lived sheet, The EastFlorida Gazette, in St. Augustine. 3 The second newspaper founded in Florida was the Florida Gazette, which appeared in St.
Augustine on August 14, 1821, just four days before publication
of The Floridian in Pensacola.
Escambia County historian H. Clay Armstrong speculates
Pensacola’s Floridian would have been Florida’s first newspaper
RIGANDS,

1.

History of Jackson’s adventures in Florida is summarized in Rembert
W. Patrick, Florida Under Five Flags (Gainesville: University of
Florida Press, 1955), 28-29. Word pictures of the transfer are
found in H. Clay Armstrong, History of Escambia County, Florida
(St. Augustine: The Record Co., 1930), 87-88, 90, 141.
2. A copy of this first issue is found in the P.K. Yonge Library of
Florida History at the University of Florida, where a large collection
of Pensacola newspapers is available and where the research for
this article was accomplished.
3. Douglas C. McMurtrie, The Book (New York: Oxford University
Press, revised 1950), 448, says the newspaper was a continuation
of one printed in Charleston. Patrick on page 21 reproduces Vol.
I, No. 16 of the East-Florida Gazette, which is dated May 17, 1783.
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worthy of the name except “for the longer time required for transporting its press.” 4 Editors of The Floridian showed no animosity
for being jostled from choice position in history. Their comment:
On Saturday we received the first number of a paper called
the Florida Gazette, printed at St. Augustine, East Florida, on
the 14th instant, by Richard W. Edes & Co. It contains an account of the surrender of that territory. An apology is made for
the delay in commencing the publication, which was caused by
the refusal of the Spanish authorities to permit its5 publication as
long as the territory remained in their possession.
Vol. I, No. 1 of the Pensacola Floridian was devoted almost
exclusively to details of Florida’s new status as a United States
possession. The first page contained the complete text of the
treaty between the United States and Spain. Page two was filled
with Jackson’s proclamation concerning the rights of territory
residents and his letter, addressed to the troops, bemoaning “the
hasty and ill-timed policy which has occasioned your disbandment,
and that too while security was yet to be given to our extensive
frontier by the erections of the necessary fortifications for its defence [sic].” Page three referred to the death of Napoleon Bonaparte of “cancer of the chest” and listed Federal appointees. On
page four was an ode dedicated to Secretary of State John Quincy
Adams on occasion of the annexation of Florida, and it contained
an ordinance by Jackson requiring 24 hours quarantine for incoming ships. By ordinance also printed in this issue, Jackson
divided the state into two counties, Escambia consisting of area
“between the river Perdido and Suwany rivers” and St. Johns
“lying East of the river Suwany.”
Advertising in this first issue warned of an embezzler who
had made off with funds of a local merchant, extolled a theatre
showing of “The Stranger” with box seats at $1, and praised
the “Feats of Horsemanship” of Mr. Pepin’s Circus. Also advertised were boat sailings and the services of various attorneys,
doctors, auctioneers and surveyors. One advertisement was syndicated with the rather common device (for that day) of adding
the note: “The Editors of the Cahawba, Huntsville and Fort
Claiborne papers, are requested to insert the above three times,
and forward their bills to this office.”
4. Armstrong, 90.
5. The Floridian (Pensacola), September 1, 1821.
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Nicholas and Tunstall offered their weekly four-page newspaper for $5 a year. Advertising was $1 per square for the first
insertion and 50 cents for subsequent insertion. They indicated
their printing supplies were shipped from Philadelphia on June 9,
and they promised to “spare no pains” in making the paper useful
and interesting.
Pensacola was a bilingual city. This problem is not foreign
to newspaper publishers, and the usual solution has been to print
two parallel columns containing the same material in the two
different languages. The first issue of the Pensacola Floridian
deserves a special footnote in history because the editors on page
two split the column. An English version of a proclamation by
General Jackson occupied the left side of the column, while a
Spanish translation of the same proclamation was printed on the
right side. Only a thin bit of white space separated the two. While
legal notices sometimes were printed in Spanish in subsequent
issues of The Floridian, most other material was in English and
not again was the column split. 6
The format and content of the six-column four-page sheet
changed little during the remainder of the year. The newspaper
urged creation of a local branch bank of the Bank of the United
States, grumbled about the 17-day mail delay between Pensacola
and Washington, sadly observed that General Jackson had turned
over governmental control to subordinates and returned to Tennessee (October, 1821), and appeared to fare well on a diet of advertising concerning boots, boats, runaway slaves, U. S. Army
deserters, and governmental legals. 7
Another regular advertiser was the local post office which
periodically advertised a list of unclaimed letters. 8 This practice
actually was a subsidy of the press, along with favorable postal
rates and compulsory publishing of federal laws, which had been
6. The October 15, 1821, Floridian has an advertisement in Spanish
inserted by local postmaster C. Nicholas. This leads to the conclusion that postmaster Nicholas and Floridian publisher Nicholas
are one and the same man, a rather common practice in pioneer
America where the press often needed subsidy. See Edwin Emery
a n d H e n r y L a d d S m i t h , T h e P r e s s a n d A m e r i c a (New Jersey:
Prentice-Hall, 1954), 41, 48-49.
7. The Floridian (Pensacola), issues of September 1, 8, 15, 29, October 8, 15, December 10, 17, 1821.
8. Ibid., October 15 and 22, 1821
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passed by Congress in 1814 to support the press in frontier
areas. 9
Prominent in the December 17, 1821, Floridian was a reprint from the Western Carolinian in which Pensacola’s future
was described in rather optimistic terms, but the current picture
less favorably:
. . . At present it is very far from having any claims to beauty
- the buildings are poor, irregularly built, and rather in a state
of decay. It has a population of about 3,000 persons; and in that
number there is perhaps a greater diversity of character, color and
physiognomy, and withal a greater variety and confusion of
tongues, than any place of the same magnitude could boast of
since the ancient days of Babylon. But since the reign of Governor
Jackson, there has been more uniformity of character than
formerly.
The most conspicuous running news story in the Floridian
during 1821 was in the form of letters and documents, printed in
full, dealing with the controversy between General Jackson and
outgoing Spanish governor Jose Callava. Callava had stayed behind
to collect governmental records and when he clashed with Jackson’s subordinate Henry M. Brackenridge, Jackson clapped Callava into jail. Privately, Mrs. Jackson observed “the governor has
been put in the calaboose, which is a terrible thing, really,”
while publicly the Floridian was crowing over the humbling of
the Spanish governor. 10
Armstrong reports Pensacola population dwindled a third
during the yellow fever epidemic of 1822, but extant copies of
the Floridian make only passing reference to “several cases of
yellow fever.” 11 Congressional debate, particularly on subjects
affecting territorial Florida and its government, was printed in
full. Such national news was largely clipped from the National
Intelligencer, a rather unusual newspaper “of record” published
in Washington beginning in 1800. For 34 years it served as a
semi-official Congressional recorder and was widely quoted in the
nation’s press. 12
9. Emery and Smith, 177.
10. Armstrong, 86-88, carries an account of the controversy. The
Floridian begins its running account in the issue of September 29,
1821.
11. Armstrong, 90-91. The Floridian reference is from the August 17,
1822, issue.
12. Frank Luther Mott, American Journalism (New York: Macmillan
Co., 1947), 176-179, and Emery and Smith, 187, deal with the
Intelligencer. Conclusions regarding the Floridian are based on
issues of March 9, 29, April 13, May 25, July 20, 27, August 17,
1822.
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In the issue of June 22, 1822, the Floridian announced that
the partnership of Tunstall and Nicholas was dissolved with
Tunstall becoming “far removed from the arduous, and profitless
business in which, he was last engaged.” The paper obviously
was undergoing financial reverses, since the issue of July 20
indicated several prior issues were not published because no paper
stock was available. Commented the paper, now published by
C. Nicholas and Co., “The Floridian, like most other infant industries, is very poor.”
Publication of the Floridian apparently lapsed sometime in
1822. The March 8, 1823, issue appeared renumbered (Vol. 1
No. 1) under the auspices of John Fitzgerald and Co. The paper’s
format, advertising and subscription rates, and general appearance was the same, but the general quality of news content was
inferior to the earlier Floridian. 1 3 The December 13, 1823, issue
has one page printed entirely in Spanish and shows emphasis on
poetry and magazine type material:
Fitzgerald continued to publish the Floridian into the year
1824, but the paper apparently died that year. A January 12
issue reveals the format changed to four instead of six columns,
while local newsgathering revealed a city debt of $1,270 and the
election of Peter Alba as mayor. The paper also pleads for construction of better roads and defenses or “recede the Floridas to
Ferdinand the beloved, and as well have it filled a second time
with hostile savages and foreign incendiaries.”
As Pensacola’s newspaper, the Floridian was succeeded by the
Pensacola Gazette and West Florida Advertiser, which first appeared on March 13, 1824. Its publication was to dominate the
Pensacola newspaper field for at least 34 years.
The five-column four-page Gazette sold for $5 a year and
was published by W. Hasell Hunt, who used his own newspaper
to advertise his “books and stationery” 14 and to announce inauguration of a “reading room” where the latest newspapers and magazines were available. 15 He also doubled as deputy clerk of the
county court. 16
In his first issue March 13, Hunt pledged a politically independent newspaper “conducted on genuine republican principles.”
13.
14.
15.
16.

The Floridian, March 8, April 12, May 3, June 14, 1823
Pensacola Gazette, March 13, 1824.
Ibid., April 3, 1824.
The Daily News (Pensacola), December 21, 1900.
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He promised to promote the interests of the territory and said
“the degradation of the press, allowing it to subserve the cause
of personal envy or private pique, will be carefully guarded
against and avoided.”
The same issue contained a lengthy editorial commending
the city for promoting cleanliness as a health measure. The editorial, printed in both English and Spanish, said, “To those of
us who were witnesses of the dreadful effects of inattention to the
proper police and quarantine regulations of our city, in the melancholy summer of 1822, it can hardly be thought necessary to
dwell on the subject . . .”
For material, Hunt leaned upon Congressional Acts, foreign
and domestic clippings, local and shipping news, poetry and advertising of such items as salt, whisky, flour and almanacs.
Hunt continued to publish the Gazette with little change from
1824 to 1828. He became Pensacola postmaster, accused Governor Duval of favoritism in granting a contract for printing Legislative Council proceedings for $4.25 a page (Hunt had offered
$3), and erected the newspaper motto of “Open to all parties;
influenced by none.” 17
In 1828, Hunt took on Tardift as a partner in the printing
business. The subscription rate that year dropped from $5 to $4,
although the paper changed little in appearance and policies.
Hunt still was postmaster. 18
In 1828, the Gazette was joined by an ephemeral weekly,
the Pensacola Argus edited by Thomas Eastin, who promised “to
keep aloof from all individual bias.” The paper strongly supported
Andrew Jackson for the presidency by urging selection of a man
“fresh from the people” and one “who has not been contaminated
by the vices of courts and courtiers, whose intellectual vision has
never been dazzled and obscured by the pomp and glitter of
royalty.” 19 In this respect, the Argus exhibited the grass roots enthusiasm which was to sweep Jackson into office.
While the Argus apparently did not survive the year 1828,
the Pensacola Gazette continued without serious break as a $5 a
17. Pensacola Gazette, December 7, 1827. Hunt’s position as postal
chief is revealed in an advertisement.
18. Pensacola Gazette, May 2, November 7, 1828
19. Full name of the Argus was Florida Argus and Pensacola Literary,
Agricultural And Commercial Register. Material here is from issues
of June 24, July 8, 22, November 18, 1828.
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year newspaper with four pages of four columns. 20 It was not a
particularly lively sheet until late in 1830, when it fell into the
hands of Blount and Aithen sometime between September 18
and November 5 or 6 (the exact date is not plain), 1830. In the
November issue, the editors observed the paper had been suspended for six weeks but no further difficulty was foreseen because a
new mechanical help had been acquired.
In 1833, the Gazette was a typographically dull four-page
five-column weekly selling for $5 annually. Editor and publisher
was P.M.S. Neufrille, who was sufficiently interested in the current tariff dispute (in which South Carolina threatened secession) to print President Jackson’s proclamation, which comprised
seven columns of type. 21
An event occurring in 1833 gives opportunity to contrast
news values of Neufrille’s day with those of today. The September 25 Gazette contained a one line death notice for Peter Alba,
who was not further identified but obviously was the same Peter
Alba elected Pensacola’s mayor nine years previously. The October
2 Gazette contained a letter-to-the-editor lamenting the death of
Alba and referring to the incident as a shooting in the streets.
Neufrille, in a brief editorial, referred readers to the letter. Finally, on December 4, in an issue abbreviated to two-page tabloid
size because of paper shortage, Neufrille unfolded the story in
about three inches of type - “this individual” Peter Alba had been
murdered September 21 with 20 buckshot on a Pensacola street
and Robert Breen had been found guilty of the crime and was
sentenced to die on December 20. Alba was never identified as a
former mayor.
The following year, 1834, the Gazette came under the influence of a man deemed great in stature and influence. He was
Benjamin Drake Wright, who historian H. Clay Armstrong called
“unquestionably the ablest and most reliable of the men who were
connected with Florida Journalism in that time.” 22
Wright was born January 23, 1799, in Wilkes-Barre, Penn.
He was admitted to the Pennsylvania bar in 1820 and came to
Pensacola in the spring of 1823, on the heels of Jackson. He
lived there until his death April 28, 1875, “holding, at one time
20.
21.
22.

Pensacola Gazette, August 14, and September 18, 1830.
Ibid., January 2, 1833.
Armstrong, 167-169, discusses Wright at length.
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or another, almost every responsible office in that section of the
territory.” 23
Wright in 1824 was a member of the Florida Legislative
Council and was U. S. attorney for West Florida. He was elected
Pensacola mayor in 1841, and was appointed chief justice of the
State Supreme Court when Florida became a state in 1845. He
served on the court until 1853.
While he was no printer, this prominent Florida citizen was
an editor of the Pensacola Gazette from March 12, 1834, until
around 1845. Until 1839, he owned the paper and presumably
wrote most of its editorials. From 1839 until July 11, 1846, he
furnished editorials on a regular weekly basis.
Wright’s associate on the Gazette was John McKinlay, and
both were ardent supporters of a proposed railroad from Pensacola to Columbus, Georgia, and an inland waterway between
New Orleans and Pensacola. Piqued because of lack of progress
on the waterway, the Gazette in 1834 commented acidly, “But
the truth is we have been so long amused about this canal, that
it is nearly time to turn the whole subject over to our children.” 24
One of the greatest tributes paid Wright near the end of his
newspaper career came from Joseph Clisby of the Tallahassee
Sentinel:
Hon B. D. Wright has a wide and enviable reputation throughout the State, not only as a vigorous and pointed writer, but also
in the still higher character of a most intellectual, urbane and accomplished gentleman,
equally unexceptionable both in public
and private life. 25
The Gazette’s big running story in the late 1830’s and early
40’s was the costly and bloody Seminole War beginning in 1835
and ending in 1842 after the Seminoles had been reduced to a
hundred warriors.26 The newspaper commenced publishing a
regular diet of skirmish accounts, troop movements and visits of
such brass as Winfield Scott and Zachary Taylor.
News traveled slowly. The Dade Massacre will serve as an
example. Major Francis L. Dade set out on a hundred mile journey on the trail from Fort Brooke (Tampa) to Fort King (Ocala).
The unit, consisting of eight officers and 102 men, was attacked
23.
24.
25.
26.

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Patrick, 34-35.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol37/iss3/14

8

Davis, Jr.: Newspapers of Pensacola, 1821-1900
426

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

by Indians December 28, 1835, and only three survived. 27 News
of the massacre was first printed, in some detail, in the January
16, 1836, issue of the Gazette. The newspaper said it received
the news by letters from Tampa, but the letters had come by boat
via New Orleans. Although skimpy on details, it was accurate.
It correctly reported the size of the unit and the survival of three.
The newspaper asked, “What strange infactuation [sic] induced
the sending of a handful of men . . . through the heart of the
Indian country . . ?” Later issues developed massacre details even
to a detailed description of the bodies when recovered by General
Edmund P. Gaines on February 20. 28
The Gazette of this era was a four-page weekly published on
Saturdays and selling for $3.50 a year. It had no competition and
appeared prosperous to the extent that it ordered a new press in
1836. 29 In one issue the editors said they were “duly mortified”
because over half of the paper contained “Laws of the United
States,” a form of legal advertising. 30 The editors reported no
mortification when they misprinted the newspaper masthead
P ENSACOLA G AZETTE although they hastily corrected it in the
next edition. 31
Second only to the Seminole War newswise was the phenomenal growth of a Gulf city to the east, St. Joseph. During 1836,
the Gazette referred often to St. Joseph’s healthful climate, its developing commerce, and its social life. Eying St. Joseph rather
enviously, it said “the Apalachicola Gazette and the St. Joseph
Times tell of nothing but balls and parties . . .” 32 St. Joseph was
the site of the drafting of the territorial constitution of 1838-39,
but shortly after was destroyed by a hurricane.
In 1837, the Gazette attempted to become a semi-weekly,
with an increase of subscription to $5 for those desiring both
issues. 33 The venture lasted only a few months, and the paper
reverted back to its weekly status with the comment that “our
Summer visitors have all left us . . . our attempt to keep up a
27. Allen Morris, The Florida Handbook (Tallahassee: Peninsular
Publishing Co., fourth edition, 1953), 226.
28. Pensacola Gazette, January 16, March 12, 1836
29. Ibid., August 6.
30. Ibid., August 13.
31. Ibid., January 9, 1836. The Gazette had been renumbered, with
this issue listed as Vol. 2, No. 44 New Series.
32. Ibid., March 25.
33. Ibid., September 23, 1837. It published on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
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semi-weekly paper was not so well encouraged as we had expected . . .” 34
The Gazette of the early 1840’s listed John McKinlay as editor and publisher. It was a four-page weekly reduced in price to
$1 a year. The routine issue contained many reprints of magazine-type articles, foreign and national clips from other publications, poetry, maritime news, and advertising heavy in the patent
medicine category. 35 It complained of poor mail delivery and the
lack of development of the Navy Yard, and the Navy Yard issue
impelled the editor to urge statehood for Florida, a proposal which
was not popular locally. 36
In 1845, the year Florida became a state, eleven printing
establishments were in the territory. Tallahassee had three; St.
Augustine, Pensacola and Apalachicola supported two each;
Jacksonville and Key West had one each. 37
Late in 1845, the Pensacola Gazette gained The Florida
Democrat as competition. The Democrat was a four-page sixcolumn weekly selling for $4 a year. Its editor and publisher was
J.A. Baughey, who located an office in the “Alabama House” on
Baylen Street, between Zarragossa and Front Streets. The new
sheet was heavy in clippings from magazines of the day, and it
was abundantly endowed with advertising. 38
Editor Baughey wasted no time. Between May 27 and June
12, 1846, he converted the paper into a tri-weekly, published
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at a subscription price of $6
a year. His office had been moved to Palafox Street between Intendentia and Romana Streets.
In 1847, the Gazette and the Democrat gained fierce but
short-lived competition in the form of The Live Oak edited in
fiery frontier tradition by John D. O’Connell, who had an office
on Palafox Street near Romana. The Live Oak was tiny (a page
measuring about 12 by 18 inches) and was published semiweekly (Wednesday and Fridays). It lashed into editor Baughey of
the Democrat, accusing him of plying his trade as printer while
charging less than the established rate. O’Connell also claimed
34. Ibid., October 7, 1837.
35. Ibid., January 14, February 4, March 9, 1844.
36. Armstrong, 93, 97.
37. J. Pendleton Gaines, Jr., “A Century in Florida Journalism” (unpublished Master’s thesis, University of Florida, 1949), 9.
38. The Florida Democrat, January 23, 1 8 4 6 . T h i s issue is Vol. I ,
No. 21.
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Baughey had defamed him in the Democrat and then showed he
was no mean hand with a pen himself:
I now regard you as worse or meaner than the sneeking [sic]
thief. Truly, you are of that curious breed of animals we so often
meet; bold and fearless in the execution of crime; but when fairly
opposed a SNEAKING POLTROON. In the dark, a murderer;
in the light a COWARD.

In an effort to clear up matters, O’Connell explained further:
We are responsible for every word in this sheet. To any
person who may feel himself aggrieved by any remark of ours, we
are ready and willing, at the shortest notice, to give - the satisfaction of a gentleman.

O’Connell promised to enlarge The Live Oak “in a short
time,” but the paper apparently passed out of existence within the
year. 39
The failure of The Live Oak did not discourage other Pensacola publishing ventures. In 1848 was published The Neutral,
which billed itself accurately as “a weekly literary family journal.”
The venture did not last out the year. The newspaper was a fourpage six-column weekly published by F. Pindar and Co. in an
office on Government Street opposite the public square. It sold
for $3 a year. Its content was heavy on clippings from magazines,
and the front page of one issue was completely filled with a
lengthy poem. 40
Prospectus of The Neutral promised to present the best in
“Literature, the Arts and Sciences, Politics, Commerce and Industry.” But The Neutral’s main claim to fame is its printing of
its prospectus and some articles in French, which it observed
“has become an essential branch in a good and well finished education.” Most of its material, however, was in English. 41
Despite the competition, the Pensacola Gazette appeared to
flourish. Throughout 1849 and 1850, John McKinlay continued
as editor, with little change in newspaper format except for the
issue of July 20, 1850. In this issue, the column rules are
“turned” so they printed as thick dark lines between the columns,
a rather common practice when an editor desires to place his
39. The Live Oak, October 8, 1847. Only a fragment was available,
but it appeared sufficient to characterize its editor.
40. This evaluation of The Neutral stems from inspection of issues
of February 15 and March 21, 1848. The February 15 issue is
Vol. I, No. 8. The poem is in the March 21 issue.
41. Ibid., February 15, 1848.
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paper in mourning. McKinlay’s act was in deference to General
Zachary Taylor, whose death the Gazette treated at some length
in the same edition. In 1851, Editor McKinlay observed he was
beginning his eighteenth year on the Gazette, thereby indicating
he joined the paper in 1834 - the same year it came under the
influence of B. D. Wright. 42
Rivalry sprang up between the Gazette and its contemporary,
the Florida Democrat. In one issue in 1850, McKinlay protested
an attack in which the Democrat said the Gazette was “reckless”
and “deeply hostile to the rights of the American people.” 43
In the early 1850’s, the Gazette changed little in appearance.
Still edited by John McKinlay, it consisted of a six-column fourpage sheet published weekly for $4 a year. It continued to feud
with the Florida Democrat, and it continued to campaign for a
railroad. The Gazette made only one striking change. It became almost violently Whig, at one time clearly deserving the title of
“party press.”
The Gazette’s political saga began in 1852, when it early
erected the name of Millard Fillmore for president. 44 Fillmore
was clearly the popular favorite of conservatives, so the movement
received a serious blow when the national Whig Party nominated
Winfield Scott. Scott’s nomination marked the beginning of the
end of Florida’s Whig Party. After the year 1852, radical Democrats dominated state politics. 45
The Gazette, caught “out on a limb” with its premature endorsement of Fillmore, was forced to switch its support to Winfield Scott. It made the change with some reluctance, even to
the extent of printing an article headed with “Who is Gen. Scott?”
Rubbing salt in the wound was the competitive Democrat, which
42.

Pensacola Gazette, March 29, 1851. The issue is listed as Vol.
XVIII, No. 1. McKinlay writes, “With this number of the Gazette
we enter upon the 18th year of its publication (new series) and
for the last eleven years under its present proprietor - the former
proprietor having commenced its republication in 1834.” This indicates the Gazette suspended publication for some period prior to
1834.
43. Ibid., July 20, 1850.
44. Ibid., January 7, 1852.
4 5 . R a l p h A . W o o s t e r , “T h e F l o r i d a S e c e s s i o n C o n v e n t i o n , ” The
Florida Historical Quarterly (Jacksonville: Florida Historical Society), Volume XXXVI, Number 4, April 1958, 373. He cites an
article by Dorothy Dodd in the Florida Historical Society Quarterly,
XII, July, 1933.
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observed the Gazette “should have to pull down the Fillmore
flag . . .” 46
But the Gazette’s 1852 election activity was tame compared
to the 1856 campaign. It began early by acknowledging the
Democratic Party’s choice of James Buchanan for president, 47
ridiculing political efforts of local Democrats and its contemporary
Democrat, 48 erecting the National American Ticket headed by
Millard Fillmore, 49 and defending Fillmore against all charges,
particularly in which the candidate was deemed an abolitionist. 50
It attacked the paper (Democrat) of opposite politics: “To
fall under the censure of that sheet, we regard as the sweet indication that we are right . . . when we differ from him we are on
the side of truth.” 51
Referring frequently to the “Nigger” problem, it warned of
“the impropriety of allowing negroes to attend poltical [sic]
meetings . . .” 52
Earlier, the Gazette had hinted darkly that only Democrats
were able to secure work at the Navy Yard. 53 It waited until the
week before the November 4 election to make its boldest stroke.
In the Gazette’s first obvious effort to “display” news in the modern sense, it presented a news story headed:
A Clincher!
T HE P LOT U NMASKED !
Proscription by Authority
The Responsibility Fixed
Essence of the story was that four workmen had been denied
employment at the Navy Yard because they were supporters of
the American Party. 54
___________________
The Gazette was supporting Fillmore as early as January 2, 1852.
It switched to Scott between the June 19 and July 3 issues The
quote appeared in the Gazette of September 4, 1852.
47. Pensacola Gazette, June 14, 1856.
48. Ibid., July 5, 1856.
49. Ibid., July 12, 1856.
5 0 . Ibid., September 2, 1856.
51. Ibid., September 2, 1856.
52. Ibid., September 23, 1856.
53. Ibid., September 2, 1856.
54. Ibid., October 25, 1856.
46.
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The political effort appears to have temporarily exhausted the
Gazette. The issue following the election consisted only of two
pages. Admitting “we are beaten - badly beaten,” the editor continued:
Our patrons must excuse our slim meager appearance this week.
We have been ‘through the mills’ since our last issue, and we are
only surprised that we appear at all. The infernal telegraphic despatches from every quarter have completely knocked out our ‘underpining,’ and we have been flat ever since. While in this supine
position we have had one consoling reflection, and that was that
t h e s u d d e n g e n e r a t i o n o f s t e a m i n o u r n e i g h b o r ’s b o i l e r s h a s
caused an explosion which had sent the whole concern to - ‘the
other side of Jordan.’ 55

The Gazette was active in other areas in 1856. It vigorously
supported and faithfully reported events concerning the proposed
“Pensacola and Montgomery Railroad,” on which the ground was
broken in April. 56 It deplored the inactivity at the Navy Yard,
charging 200 men had been discharged within a month and observing a skeleton force was maintained merely “to guard the
place from unnecessarily depreciating.” 57
Perhaps the greatest insight into the character of Gazette editor John McKinlay came in 1856 when he observed the founding
of the Pensacola West Florida Times by J. W. Dorr, who proposed
“to pitch into everybody and every thing that don’t [sic] come up
to standard.” Wrote McKinlay:
You are going against the stream, and may expect many a hard
pull. We almost wore out our entire stock and ourselves too, trying to reform mankind, but don’t see that the world is much better
than it was twenty-three years ago when the Gazette was a baby.
In the last Presidential canvass we tried to persuade the people to
elect Mr. Fillmore-told them he was the only man who could
defeat Fremont, that old Buck had no strength, &c, but the obstinate blockheads wouldn’t believe us. So what’s the use of trying
to reform folks when truth falls powerless to the ground in that
way. However, try your hand; we hopo [sic] you may meet with
better success than has attended our humble effort.” 58

Editor McKinlay of the Gazette applauded when the West
Florida Times and the Florida Democrat engaged in “quite a com55. Ibid., November 8, 1856. The Gazette printed the usual four pages
the following issue, November 15.
56. Ibid., April 12, May 17, 1856.
57. Ibid., March 15, 1856.
58. Ibid., November 29, 1856. Gaines, on page 26, refers to another
newspaper, The Florida Tribune, which supposedly existed in Pensacola in 1856. No other evidence has come to light. Gaines, on
page 20, also erroneously reports the West Florida Times was
founded in 1857, instead of 1856.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol37/iss3/14

14

Davis, Jr.: Newspapers of Pensacola, 1821-1900
432

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

bat.” He observed, “Joy and glory be with them, and peace to the
ashes of him who shall receive his death-blow in the battle.” 59
Yet, it was with sorrow he reported the suspension of Dorr’s
Times, which had lasted only about five months:
We truly sympathize with our friend, the Editor, Mr. Dorr,
who has been thus sadly disappointed in his highest anticipations.
But we hope there may yet be a fair opening for him before many
months; for we consider him an upright, honest, and truly deserving young man. 60

In response, Dorr packaged “an old shoe” and sent it to editor
McKinlay, who said he appreciated the honor of being “so affectionally remembered.” 61 Evidence that Dorr was well liked, despite his publishing misadventure, is found in the fact he was
chosen the July Fourth orator only a month after his newspaper
folded. 62
McKinlay’s Gazette opposed the selection of incumbent Stephen R. Mallory in late 1856 as United States Senator for six more
years. 63 It also moved its office to the “house formerly occupied
by Henry Ahrens, Esq., corner of Government and Taragona
Streets.” 64 But the big news in newspaper circles was the demise
of the Florida Democrat, which was absorbed into a new sheet,
the Tri-Weekly Observer. The change was reported in the Gazette
of September 5, 1857. Thus was born the only Pensacola newspaper to publish and survive during the upcoming War Between
the States. The Gazette, which had dominated the Pensacola
newspaper scene since 1824, passed out of existence in 1861, although there was a latter day revival of the name in the late
1870’s. 65
The lack of extant copies clouds the Pensacola press history
during the War Between the States. Florida seceded from the
Union January 10, 1861. Federal forces at Pensacola reacted by
withdrawing to the more easily fortified position in Fort Pickens,
but the fate of Pensacola hung in the balance as Union forces
deliberated the reinforcement of Fort Pickens. The Pensacola
59. Pensacola Gazette, April 25, 1857.
60. Ibid., May 30, 1857.
61. Ibid., June 6, 1857.
62. Ibid., June 27, 1857.
63. Ibid., January 3, 1857.
64. Ibid., March 21, 1857.
65. The P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History at the University of
Florida contains copies of the Gazette published both in 1860 and
the late 1870’s.
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Gazette of April 2, 1861, reported that “The arrival of so many
troops in our midst looks squally.” Fort Pickens was reinforced
by the Union on April 12, 1861, and henceforth was lost to the
Confederacy. It served as a base from which the Union reached
out to harass the Florida country-side. 66
Some time during this turn of affairs in Pensacola, the Observer became a newspaper which pledged its allegiance to the
Union. Shortly after the reinforcement of Pickens, the Observer
dared to hope the Union was abandoning the fort. 67 Yet, only
two weeks later one of its correspondents was arrested as a Union
spy :
D ISCHARGED - “Nemo,” t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n t o f t h e P e n s a c o l a
Observer, who was arrested by General Bragg and sent to Montgomerery [sic] as a spy, has been discharged from custody, the
President and Cabinet regarding t h i s a c t a s a n i n d i s c r e t i o n a n d
not a crime. The affair will at least serve to teach prudence to
newspaper reporters. 68

By April of 1862, 5,000 of the 6,500 Confederate troops
were withdrawn from Florida to meet Union forces in the western
69
end of the Confederate line. On May 9, 1862, the Confederates scorched Pensacola and abandoned it. Citizens favorable to
the Confederate cause withdrew from the city and were recognized as refugees. 70 Until the end of the war, the city of Pensacola remained in Union hands, along with such cities as Key
West, St. Augustine, Jacksonville and Fernandina. 71
When the war closed in 1865 Florida had 16 newspapers,
one of them identified as the Pensacola Observer. 72 In 1866,
the Floridian in Tallahassee identified the proprietors of the Observer as Gonzales, Touart and Kirk and reported they had transformed the Observer into a tri-weekly. 73 In describing the Observer of August 4, 1866, Davis said:
66. Horance G. Davis, Jr., “Florida Journalism During the Civil War”
(unpublished Master’s thesis, University of Florida, 1952), 47, 56,
60, 64, is the source of this brief summary.
67. Ibid., pp. 60-61. He quotes the Jacksonville St. John’s Mirror, May
7, 1861.
68. Ibid., 119. He cites the St. Augustine Examiner, April 27, 1861.
69. Ibid., 68.
70. Armstrong, 111.
71. Davis, 70.
72. Leonard Henderson Sims, Jr., “A Study of the Florida Press During the Reconstruction Years 1865-70” (unpublished Master’s
thesis, University of Florida, 1958), 13.
73. Sims, 51. He cites the Tallahassee Floridian, June 21, 1866.
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In August of 1866, the Pensacola Tri-Weekly Observer was
in its Volume I, Number 25. It was ‘published every Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday . . . by Wm. Kirk & F. Touart, editors
and proprietors - $10.00 per annum, 6 dollars for six monthsadvertising, for square, of ten lines of brevier, $1.50 for the first
insertions, and 75 cents for all subsequent insertions.’ It was a
four page sheet, with six columns per page. Perhaps its most
outstanding factor is its attempt to form a ‘Local Department’
which in other papers in this period was sadly ignored. 74

The Observer continued to appear into 1867, although its
publication was reduced from tri-weekly to weekly after the September 5 issue. For a short period, it had been the only tri-weekly
in Florida. 75 The reduction in Observer printing frequency doubtless was connected to another event in 1867 - the inauguration
in Pensacola of the Tri-Weekly-West Florida Commercial with F.
Touart and M. F. Gonzalez as publishers and proprietors. 76
With the advent of the Commercial, the stage was set for
another period of newspaper strife. The West Florida Commercial
made plain as early as January 3, 1868, that it was a “conservative” sheet as contrasted to the “radical Republicans” who sought
post-war vengeance for the South. It supported for president in
1868 a “conservative” ticket headed by Horatio Seymour. 77 Editor and publisher of the six-column four-page sheet was F. Touart,
who warned :
Wake up carpet-baggers, democracy is after you.
What will the mercenary adventurers, the impudent carpetbaggers and the southern apostates and scalawags do with themselves when the retributive roar of the white men of America
shall break upon their ears? 78

A year later the Commercial deemed the current Republican
rule as “tyrannical, oppressive and unjust . . . and we shall never
rest until it is abolished . . .” 79
In sharp political contrast was the Pensacola Observer, which
adhered to radical Republican views and supported Ulysses S.
Grant for the presidency in 1868. 80 But as conservatives and
Democrats gained more control of state affairs, the Observer fell
74. Davis, 200.
75. Sims, 74.
76. Ibid., 65. Gaines’ reference that the Commercial was founded
in 1868 is erroneous, since 1867 copies are available.
77. Sims, 85, 102.
78. West Florida Commercial, October 12, 1868. I t is listed as Vol.
I, No. 141.
79. Ibid., November 16, 1869.
80. Sims, 101.
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upon hard times. It was offered for sale, or a part interest was
available to “an acceptable partner” in April of 1870, 81 and the
final obituary notice appeared in the Tampa Florida Peninsular
on October 26, 1870, “The Pensacola Observer, a Radical sheet
has ceased its existence.” 82 Thus ended a not-too-happy and
sparsely documented phase of Pensacola newspaper history.
C. R. MaGee became one of the proprietors of the Pensacola
Commercial in 1870, 83 but apparently the newspaper passed
out of existence in 1871. (The name was revived for another
Pensacola publication 1882-1889.) 84
The time was ripe for a change as Florida commenced postwar recovery, though still hampered by radical Republican control. It also was a rather chaotic period for Pensacola newspapers,
as successive efforts were made for permanent toehold. One of
these was the Florida Weekly Express, founded in 1870. 85 The
seven-column four-page paper, published on Saturdays and offered
for $3 a year, was edited by Lyman W. Rowley. 86 The Express
fell upon hard times and in 1875 was reduced to printing two
pages of six columns each, although it listed itself as an “official
paper” under seal of the Florida secretary of state. 87 It apparently died that year.
An even shorter life span was allotted the Pensacola Mail, a
tri-weekly founded late in 1871. It was dead within a year. The
six-column four-page paper was published by Roberts, Richards
and Ticknor with J. E. Roberts and F. B. Ticknor as editors. It
listed itself as the official organ of the city. 88 Existing for a short
period in 1874 was the Pensacola Republican. 89
In 1875, the Florida Weekly Express (obviously suffering
of financial malnutrition and about to expire) took rather acid
81. Ibid., 137-138. He quotes the Tallahassee Sentinel of April 23,
1870.
82. Ibid., 129.
83. Ibid., 128. He quotes the Quincy Journal, September 2, 1870.
84. The P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History at the University of
Florida has copies for 1871 and 1882-89. Gaines. 47, reports
a daily, the Herald, was attempted in Pensacola and “only survived
for a short period of time.” No other evidence of this newspaper is
available.
85. Sims, 128-130, includes it among 1870 papers.
86. Florida Weekly Express, September 9, 1871. It is listed as Vol. II,
No. 67.
87. Ibid., August 28, 1875.
88. Pensacola Mail, January 20, 1872. It is listed as Vol. I, No. 42.
89. A copy is in the P.K. Yonge Library, but was not examined.
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note of the first apparent effort to establish a daily newspaper in
Pensacola :
If the first number of the Daily Gazette is a fair specimen . . .
many of its citizens who dare to disagree with it politically will be
ably misrepresented.

The Gazette (obvious 1875 revival of the newspaper which
died in 1861) was ridiculed for its “patent insides,” 90 which
were deemed “the most interesting part of the paper.” It also was
taken to task for its account of a lynching, in which two Negroes
accused of outraging a woman were found hanging from a tree in
Seville Square, with some attendant disturbance among Pensacola
Negroes. The new daily newspaper was accused of falsely insinuating that “white Republicans incited the Negroes,” which
showed (according to the weak-voiced Express) “how readily
newspapers of its class seize upon anything and everything to
engender bad and bitter feelings against any who does not embrace their political tenents.” 91
The only other available evidence regarding the 1875 Gazette
is a fragment which frankly advises Pensacola prostitutes to stay
off the “principal promenades of the city” until night, at which
time “the fair and frail may flaunt their dry goods more at large
. . . ‘street walking’ right should be disputed when it arrogates
possession of upper Palafox.” 92
The Gazette did not succeed as a daily. In 1877, it was a
weekly edited by J. W. Dorr, the same man who had founded
and buried the West Florida Times and sent the packaged “old
shoe” to John McKinlay in pre-war Pensacola (1857). His sixcolumn four-page newspaper had no particularly distinguishing
features, consisting of the usual clippings, some local news, and
advertising. 93 The following year, 1878, editor Dorr dropped the
“Weekly” from his newspaper title and commenced semi-weekly
publication. 94
90.

91.
92.
93.
94.

“Patent insides” is a term applied to a form of syndication, whereby
a newspaper receives its paper already printed on the inside, thus
cutting the local typesetting chore appreciably. The name “patent
insides” comes from the practice of the readyprint containing a
great number of patent medicine advertisements.
The Florida Weekly Express, August 28, 1875.
Pensacola Gazette, April 29, 1875.
Pensacola Weekly Gazette, June 21, 1877. It is listed as Vol. III,
No. 37.
Pensacola Gazette, February 12, 1878. It is listed as Vol. I, No. 7.
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Dorr also greeted a couple of new competitors in 1878. One
of these was another abortive attempt to found a daily newspaper,
this time with the title Echo, Dorr observed the newspaper was
the project of “our energetic friend George W. Turton, the artistic job printer” and “If the enterprise of a daily paper in Pensacola can be made a success, it is likely that Turton’s vim will
achieve it.” The new daily was to publish “original telegrams
of the Associated Press.” 95
The first issue of the Echo was dated February 15, 1878, and
it sold for $10 a year. It was a five-column four-page newspaper,
but in tabloid size. Turton observed “the people in Pensacola have
in their own hands the control of this paper. Whether it may live
and flourish, rests with them.” Referring to Dorr’s comments, it
said “his doubts of the success of a daily we hope will be dispelled
by our success, otherwise we shall have to get behind Dorr and
quit.” 96 The Echo was not a success, and apparently failed the
year of its founding.
On the Pensacola publishing scene in 1878 also was The
Pensacola Advance. 97 In 1879, the Advance was a semi-weekly
consisting of four pages of six columns each and selling for $4 a
year. It’s editor was S. R. Mallory. It carried considerable advertising on the front page (a practice which varied with preference
of the printer) and offered limited coverage of Florida legislative
proceedings via initialed letters. 98 In 1880, the semi-weekly had
increased the number of columns from six to seven and listed two
new proprietors in addition to Mallory. They were: Charles R.
MaGee, probably the “C. R. MaGee” who became a proprietor
of the Pensacola Commercial in 1870, shortly before its demise
in 1871; and Frank Touart, probably the “F. Touart” who was a
publisher of the Pensacola Tri-Weekly Observer in 1866 and later
connected with the tri-weekly West Florida Commercial 1867-71
when it so vehemently opposed radical Republican reconstruction
policies. The Advance under this trio, Mallory listed as editor,
supported the Democratic ticket headed by W. S. Hancock. 99
95. Pensacola Gazette, February 12, 1878.
96. The Echo, February 15, 1878.
97. Editor Turton referred to the A d v a n c e in his first, February 15,
issue of The Echo.
98. The Pensacola Advance, March 1, 1879.
99. Ibid., October 23, 1880.
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Since J. W. Dorr’s semi-weekly Gazette was of the same politics, 100 merger of the Gazette and the Advance was a feasibility.
This is what occurred on January 11, 1882. 101 The merged
paper was titled the Pensacola Advance-Gazette and was published
daily, although it followed Horace Greeley’s example by also publishing a weekly edition. 102
The daily Advance-Gazette was sold at $8 a year, and the
weekly was offered at $2 a year. It boasted Associated Press telegraphic dispatches, and it editorially opposed the China open
door policy. For the first time, a Pensacola newspaper showed
something of a corporate structure not unlike those of modern
newspapers. It was published by the Advance-Gazette Publishing
Co., and S. R. Mallory was editor and W. A. Marschalk was business manager. 103 Later in the year, Marschalk was both editor and
proprietor, and a brief two-page issue contained reference to
“melancholy circumstances” (an epidemic?) which had caused
104
Early in the following year,
temporary suspension of the paper.
Marschalk had reduced publication to twice weekly. Printed matter indicated sickness still held sway in Pensacola. 105 In 1884,
the Advance-Gazette was reduced to weekly status and was published by Scarritt and Co. at the corner of Palafox and Intenden1 0 6
Control of the paper soon changed again, and in 1885 it
cia.
was published by MaGee and Phillips, editors and proprietors,
along with J. W. Crary as associate editor. The paper was a semiweekly which sold for $2.50 annually. 107 All evidence points to
the Advance-Gazette’s demise in 1885.
100.
101.
102.

103.
104.
105.
106.
107.

Pensacola Gazette, March 30, 1880.
The date of the merger is given in the masthead of the Pensacola
Advance-Gazette, March 13, 1882.
Greeley’s reputation was built on the phenomenal success, particularly in the mid-West, of his weekly edition of the New York
Tribune. He never led in circulation in New York. Emery and
Smith, 228.
Pensacola Advance-Gazette, March 13, 1882.
Ibid., November 26, 1882. It is listed as New Series, Vol. I,
No. 54.
Ibid., February 22, 1883.
Ibid., March 21, 1884. This issue traces its beginnings back to
the Pensacola Gazette founded in 1824, but publication patently
was not continuous.
Ibid., April 3, 1885.
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A short-lived newspaper of 1883-84 period was the Pensacola
Republican, a six-column four-page sheet which obviously was a
political party newspaper. 108
The real newspaper giants in Pensacola of this era, however,
were the Pensacola Commercial and The Pensacolian.
The Commercial (revival of the Commercial of 1867-71)
apparently first appeared in 1882. In 1884, it was a semi-weekly
published by the Commercial Publishing Co. and offered for $3 a
year. It was printed eight columns on very wide paper, which
earned for papers of this type the title “blanket.” The newspaper
contained clippings from magazines, editorials, local and railroad
news, and a literary section. 109 It continued to publish with little
change, except by 1888 it was publishing daily and was renamed
the Pensacola Daily Commercial. It deemed itself “the only real
live newspaper in this city,” had offices at 11 and 13 West
Government Street, and sold for $6 a year. It also published a
weekly edition. 110 The big running story of the decade was the
Jacksonville yellow fever epidemic of 1888, with the Commercial
printing timely front-page accounts of the number of cases and the
death toll. 111 In 1889, the Commercial listed A. S. MacLean
as business manager and added a colorful harbor scene woodcut
to its masthead. 112 Apparently the newspaper passed out of existence that year.
Contemporary with the Commercial was The Pensacolian
founded in December of 1883 as a weekly. It was a strongly
Democratic paper politically, but its content also showed the editors had high regard for literary effort. It was published by
O’Connor and Co., with Benjamin Robinson and John O’Connor
as editors. A peculiar characteristic in early issues of the newspaper was its method of dating its issues. A single issue carried
a dual “Saturday and Sunday” date. It sold for $2.50 a year. 113
108. Pensacola Republican, July 4, 1884. It is Vol. II, No. 44. Its
masthead carried a list of State Republican Committee members.
G a i n e s o n p a g e 7 2 s a i d t h e P e n s a c o l a T i m e s was founded for
colored readers in 1888. No other evidence is available.
1 0 9 . Pensacola Commercial, February 16, 1884. It is Vol. 2, No. 106.
1 1 0 . Pensacola Daily Commercial, February 23, August 23, 1888.
1 1 1 . Ibid., August 22, 24, 1888.
1 1 2 . Ibid., January 4, 1889.
113. The Pensacolian, issue of December 15 and 16, 1883, was Vol. I,
No. 1. The unusual method of “double dating” the issues was
dropped, with no comment from the editors, in the issue of April
26, 1884, and the day of publication was indicated as Saturday
only.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol37/iss3/14

22

Davis, Jr.: Newspapers of Pensacola, 1821-1900
440

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

In 1885, The Pensacolian still was high in literary content
of magazine nature. It sold for $2 a year, and only John O’Connor
was listed as editor. 114
Early in 1886, O’Connor relinquished control of The Pensacolian “with regrets,” although he gave no reason. Taking control
of the paper was Charles R. MaGee, whose previous Pensacola
journalistic connections included the Pensacola Commercial in
1870 and the Pensacola Advance in 1880. MaGee said the paper
would embrace Jeffersonian Democratic principles (his prior
recorded journalistic effort had all been on Democratic papers).
T. M. Scarritt was to become city editor. 115 Later, J. W. Crary
(associate editor of the Advance-Gazette in 1885) was made
senior editor. 116 In 1887 MaGee was joined by “Landrum” as a
publisher and editor. 1 1 7 The paper continued as an eight-page
seven column sheet selling at $2 a year and containing much
material of a literary nature. Much of the material was either
“patent insides” or “boiler plate,” the latter an inexpensive method
of printing material which had been set into type by a syndicate
in Chicago or elsewhere. 118 The Pensacolian apparently ceased
publication in 1889.
A number of newspapers were founded in Pensacola during
the final decade of the nineteenth century, but some were shortlived. One of these was the Pensacola Argus which is known to
have foundered as a daily and converted to a weekly in 1894. 119
In 1897 or 1898 120 was founded the daily Pensacola Journal,
114.
115.
116.
117.

Ibid., December 26, 1885.
Ibid., January 23, 1886.
Ibid., January 30, 1886.
Ibid., October 22, 1887. The paper made no comment about addition of a new publisher.
1 1 8 . Ibid., December 31, 1887.
1 1 9 . The Daily News (Pensacola), July 3, 1894, quotes the Pensacola
Argus: “We send a copy of the Weekly Argus to each one of the
former subscribers of the Daily-Pensacola Argus.” Gaines, 80, says
a newspaper entitled the Times was founded in Pensacola in 1892,
but he cites no evidence.
120. Winifred Gregory, Union List of Newspapers, 1821-1936 (New
York: The H. W. Wilson Company, 1937), 98, says the Journal
appeared as a daily in 1898. The year 1897 is given by Martha
Gwendolyn Webb, “Ten Years of Florida Journalism from 1920 to
1930 With Special Emphasis on the Land Boom Period” (unpublished Master’s thesis, University of Florida, 1957), 134. She cites
the American Newspaper Annual and Directory published by N. W.
Ayer and Sons.
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a name familiar to Pensacola newspaper readers today since the
title appears in the contemporary Pensacola News-Journal. 121
Founded late in 1899 was another newspaper, the Florida
Sentinel, which was a four-page sheet apparently designed for
negro readership. 122
The newspaper which was to dominate Pensacola journalism
the final decade of the nineteenth century was the Pensacola
News, which was founded as a daily in 1889. 123 Escambia
County historian H. Clay Armstrong credits the inauguration of
The Pensacola Daily News to the political aspirations of Col. W.
D. Chipley, who was instrumental in railroad building. Chipley
formed a Tammany Association to further his own political purposes, and Armstrong said its “avowed purpose was distribution
of the spoils of office.” The Pensacola News was founded to voice
its cause. Opposition to the Chipley political faction came from
the “Mullets,” a group headed by S. R. Mallory. The Mullets won
control in 1895 and Mallory was picked as a U. S. Senator by
the Florida Legislature in 1897. 124
According to an 1889 news story, the Daily News was inaugurated under less romantic circumstances. John O’Connor
(formerly of The Pensacolian) and John C. Witt approached
Pensacola businessmen in January of 1889 for $10,000 backing
to start a daily morning paper. Subscribed on the spot was $2,500,
and 50 shares of $100 each were also sold. The perfected organi121. The Pensacola Journal and the Pensacola News were purchased
and merged in 1924 by John Holliday Perry and Richard Lloyd
Jones. The combined operation became part of the large Perry
publishing empire. See Leon Odell Griffith, “John Holliday Perry:
American Press Lord” (unpublished Master’s thesis, University of
Florida, 1954), 50.
1 2 2 . The Daily News (Pensacola), December 20, 1899, says, “The first
four numbers of the December special edition of the Florida Sentinel appeared Monday, comprising 12 pages filled with advertisements and reading matter, demonstrating the fact that Editor Lewey
has many good friends among the white business men of Pensacola
and vicinity.”
123. An erroneous body of information has grown up around the founding of the Pensacola News. Griffith, 54, and Webb, 71, maintain
the News was established as a weekly in 1889 and commenced
daily publication in 1902. But, categorically, the News was founded in 1889 as a daily. The issue of March 5, 1889, is very plainly
a daily, as are issues of July 1, 1890, July 1, 1891 and others. In
fact, the name of the paper was The Daily News. The confusion
could result because the Daily News published also a weekly edition.
124. Armstrong, 132-33. Mallory had been a Congressman 1891-95.
Mallory served continuously in the U.S. Senate until his death
in 1907.
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zation was deemed the News Publishing Co., and its officers
were Hugh B. Hatton, president; William Fisher, vice president;
R. M. Cary, Jr., secretary; Thomas C. Watson, treasurer. John
O’Connor was managing editor and John C. Witt was business
manager. Daily and weekly editions were published. The daily
consisted of four pages of seven columns each and boasted it was
the “only morning daily in West Florida” and the “only paper in
this section with a telegraphic news service.” The daily sold for
$5 a year, the weekly for $1, with the weekly appearing every
Saturday with eight pages of the “choicest selections” of reading
matter lifted from the daily. Much of the printed matter was syndicated “boiler-plate.” The editors observed the News “will be
Democratic, conservative but yet sufficiently aggressive to give
weight to its remarks.” The newspaper was published in the “old
Armory Hall, corner of Palafox and Intendencia Streets, upstairs.”
The entire printing operation, which included other types of
printing (called “job work” in the trade), employed 10. The
newspaper, true to its Democratic political label, printed a news
account of the inauguration of Republican President Benjamin
Harrison and then launched into an editorial attack, accusing
Harrison of being “in full sympathy with the republicans who,
for purposes of party conquest at the north, maintain that the
negro vote is unlawfully suppressed at the south.” 125
The Daily News, in its early years, was greatly blessed with
advertising support, with one 28 column issue containing 17 columns of advertising. 126 It was highly complimentary of Col.
W. D. Chipley and maintained a running feud with the Jacksonville Florida Times-Union because of the Times-Union's support
of U. S. Sen. Wilkinson Call, who apparently was opposed by
Chipley. The News inaugurated the “banner” headline (all the
way across the top of the page), but it was to advertise G. H.
Jacoby’s store and not because of some startling news development. The front page came to be dominated by advertising, but
the News made efforts to gather local news which appeared on inside pages. 127
125. This description of the Daily News comes from issues of March 5,
7 and 13, 1889. The news account of the paper’s founding appears in the March 5 issue.
1, 1892. Even as early as July 1, 1890, t h e
126. The Daily News, July
ratio of advertising ran as high as 15 to 28.
127. This description of the News is from inspection of issues of July 1,
1890; July 1-5, 1891; July 1-2, 1892; July 1-4, 1893.
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The Daily News acquired a new set of staff members in 1894,
but no change in policies was apparent. Benjamin Harrison was
listed as editor, W. M. Loftin as city editor, and W. M. Ball as
business manager. 128 For the first time it carried a Typographical
Union label. The paper, published upstairs in the Pitt Building,
211 1 /2 South Palafox, sold for $5 a year daily and $1 weekly.
The recent election of Col. Chipley to the state Senate was viewed
as a great victory against the “Call-Mallory-Wolfe-Leonard
crowd.” 129 In 1895, Charles A. Choate replaced Harrison as editor, 130 but in 1897 John O’Connor was back on the masthead as
editor. Ball and Loftin remained on the staff.
On the eve of the biggest running story of the decade, the
Spanish-American War, the News was described as
a four-page, hand-set afternoon paper published daily except
Sunday. About two columns of the front page contained news
matter, the remainder of the page generally filled with advertisements-many of them unchanged for a year or more. Wearing
International Typographical Union labels in both ears of the name
plate and in the masthead, the paper constantly plugged organized
labor and the Democratic Party, ‘Silver Democrats’ in particular.
All the local news and editorial comment was hand-set in local
type. Two to four columns of ‘boiler plate’ news stories were used
daily. as well as undated stereotyped filler material.
The subscription price was $5.00 a year with a weekly edition
at $1.00 a year. Local, social, and personal items, editorial comment, and reprints from exchange newspapers were daily news
fare. . . . Maritime news consisting of arrivals and departures of
ships at Pensacola and transactions at the customs house was a
daily feature. Competition in Pensacola came shortly after the first
of 1898 with the establishment of the Pensacola Journal, another
daily. Circulation claimed for the News was: 1897-1,500;
1898-1,200; 1899-1,600. 131

The Daily News approach to the events leading up to the
Spanish-American War was ultra-conservative compared to the
jingoistic yellow journalism prevailing in Northern metropolitan
W. M. Ball obviously is Willis M. Ball, who joined the Florida
Times-Union around 1903 and served a major role in guiding its
destiny until his death in 1947. His obituary, appears in the TimesUnion that year.
129. The Daily News, July 2, 1894.
130. Ibid., January 1, 1895.
131. Charles Griffis Wellborn, Jr., “Treatment of the Spanish-American
War by Selected Florida Newspapers” (unpublished Master’s thesis,
University of Florida, 1958), 16-17. Wellborn cites N. W. Ayer
a n d S o n ’s American Newspaper Annual (1897, 1898, 1899 editions). He said the Daily News was twenty-four years old on January 2, 1898, which is rather difficult to understand unless the
News traced ancestry through some other newspaper.

128.
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newspapers. 132 Even after the sinking of the battleship Maine
the News urged calmness and denounced war with the observation, “American blood is too precious and sacred to be spilt upon
the vile altar of Spanish atrocity.” The News predicted that U. S.
recognition of Cuban belligerency would bring Cuba’s freedom
from Spain, but not war. As war with Spain became inevitable,
the News reduced its budget of “boiler plate” and began running
“Special to the News” stories from Washington. A few days later,
the News attacked President McKinley for his lack of leadership
in the Spanish-American crisis and labeled him “Will the Wobbler.” The News aggressively sought creation of a war supply base
in Pensacola, but once Tampa was established as a major depot,
it carried stories from Tampa under the label of “Special Correspondence of Daily News.” During the brief war period, it subscribed to telegraphic bulletins, a service which it dropped August
13, 1889, after the war’s end. 133
Unlike some Florida papers, which took opportunity at wartime expansion to improve newspaper production mechanically,
the News made no particular innovation during the period. 134 In
1899, the News was an eight page paper published by the News
Publishing Co. at 211 1 /2 Palafox Street. It remained heavily endowed with advertising. 135 As the nineteenth century closed out,
the editors made no special reference to the occasion. 136 As the
old century rang out, the News typically printed stories about a
new railroad locomotive electric light, a faith healer in Chicago,
a cold wave in New York, the illness of Rudyard Kipling, the
murder of the sheriff in Jefferson County, and the “grand balls”
slated as the old year went out. But also part of the old century
were advertisements - for ice, beer and whiskey, Gold Dust
washing powder, Castoria, the “Cronies Saloon” and Bradfield’s
Female Regulator. 137
132.

Notably by William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer in New
York. Excellent accounts are in Emery and Smith, 414-446, and
Mott, 519-545.
133. W e l b o r n , 4 9 , 6 2 , 7 6 , 7 7 , 1 0 9 , 1 2 0 , 1 4 7 . H e c i t e s m a n y i s s u e s
of the Pensacola Daily News.
Ibid., 151.
The Daily News (Pensacola), issues of October 14, November 28,
December 29, 1899.
136. N e w s e d i t o r s s e e m e d t o c o n s i d e r t h e o l d c e n t u r y c l o s e d o u t i n
December of 1900, not December of 1899. The January 1, 1901,
issue contains a rambling and hardly memorable editorial labeled
“A Century of Growth?”
137. The Daily News (Pensacola), December 30, 1899. This is Vol. 29,
No. 65.
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Florida met the new century with 147 newspapers, 11 of
them dailies. 138 Pensacola boasted two of the dailies, the Journal
founded in 1898, 139 and the News founded in 1889. 140
In summary, twenty-three newspapers are known to have been
founded in Pensacola in the nineteenth century, beginning in
1821 with the Pensacola Floridian and closing out in 1900 with
the Daily News and the Journal. These are: 141
Floridian 1821-1824
Gazette 1824-1861
Gazette 1875-1881
Argus 1828
Argus 1893-94
Democrat 1845-1856
Live Oak 1847
Neutral 1848
West Florida Times 1856-57
Observer 1857-1870
Commercial 1867-1871
Commercial 1882-1889
Express 1870-1875
Mail 1872
Republican 1874
Republican 1884
Echo 1878
Advance 1878-1881
Advance-Gazette 1882-1885
Pensacolian 1883-1889
Daily News 1889-1924
Journal 1898-1924
Sentinel 1899
138.
139.
140.
141.

Gaines, 85.
Webb, 71.
The Daily News, March 5, 1889.
In compiling this list, some editorial judgment has been necessary to
differentiate between unrelated newspapers operating under the
same name. However, not included in the list are three newspapers
which are listed by Gaines and not further substantiated. These are
the Florida Tribune 1856, the Daily Herald 1871, a n d t h e Times
1888 and 1892. See Gaines, 26, 47, 72, 80.
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